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President’s  Message
What is the relationship between the proposed Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP) & recent issues being considered by the Oregon Board of Dentistry?  What is the relationship between increased scope of practice & the ADHP?  How do these issues affect me, you & other dental hygienists in Oregon & across the country.  These issues are directly connected to our wallets. The big “M” word. Not money, but Membership, in our professional association. How are they connected?  Without your participation as a member of this association, none of these would have or will yet come to pass.

As an individual, are you able to advocate for yourself, your profession & your patients? Are you able to speak about the role that dental hygienists could have in increasing access to oral health care in our state & in our nation? Do you have the time & expertise to present this information to legislators in Salem, Oregon or in Washington, DC?  

ADHA & ODHA have paid professional lobbyists to advocate for our profession & promote oral health care.  Consider the cost of research, mailings, travel & meetings with state & federal legislators. From my perspective, I am glad that there are people who are willing to meet with legislators on my behalf.  These legislators have the power to make serious decisions about our professional future & the oral health care that is available to the public. I am glad that my dues cover (probably barely) the cost of that effort.

Pretend for a moment that you are a state or federal legislator. A professional organization’s lobbyist comes to ask you to support innovative legislation that would change the scope of practice for the members of that organization.  Would you listen?  How carefully would you listen if that lobbyist represented an organization that only had 25-30% membership among its practicing professionals?

When I was in dental hygiene school, dental hygienists in my state were not allowed to scale subgingivally.  Fortunately, much has changed & continues to change for our professional advancement, but more importantly for the advancement of oral health care for the public.  Your membership, your dues & your participation in your professional association does make a difference.  If you are reading this message, you are already a member.  I challenge you to share this information with dental hygienists who are not current members & ask them to join ADHA today.
Mary  Ellen  Volansky,  RDH,  MS

LCDHA President 2004-2005     

Leadership  Reception

Over 45 dental hygienists representing components throughout Oregon attended the Leadership Reception which LCDHA sponsored prior to the 2004 ODHA Annual Session. Special thanks to Val Haynes who served as our keynote speaker & to LCDHA President Mary Ellen Volansky who spearheaded this wonderful event.

LCDHA  Delegates

Special thanks to the following members who represented LCDHA as delegates to the  2004 ODHA House of Delegates.

Sandy  Bauer

Marquita  Corliss

Rita  Kavanaugh

Cindi  Rasmussen

Lisa  Rowley

Pam  Sears

Mary  Ellen  Volansky

Liz  Washington

Toys  for  Tots

A sincere thank you to everyone who donated toothbrushes for the Toys for Tots program. With your generous contributions, LCDHA gave over 200 dozen toothbrushes to this program in December 2004. Please continue to bring toothbrushes to LCDHA meetings throughout the coming year so we can exceed this number for next year. Special thanks to LCDHA Community Outreach Chair Loretta Lee for coordinating this project.

President-Elect

LCDHA is seeking a President-Elect for the 2005-2006 fiscal year. This individual will then serve as LCDHA President for the 2006-2007 fiscal year. Please call LCDHA President Mary Ellen Volansky or President-Elect Marquita Corliss if you are interested in this position or would like to nominate someone for this position.

LCDHA  Business  Meetings

All interested members are encouraged to attend LCDHA business meetings to help plan upcoming activities for our component.  Business meetings are held at 6:00-8:00 PM on the following Mondays at Izzy’s restaurant in Eugene.

Monday,  March 7

Monday,  April  4

Sealant  Clinic

The Fourth Annual Children’s Free Dental Sealant  Clinic & Lecture will be held on Saturday, March 5, 2005 at Lane  Community College. Volunteers are needed to make this event a success. You must register by February 17th  if you plan to attend. See the enclosed flyer for more information. 
LCDHA  Scholarship
Tami Bohnstedt is the recipient of this year’s LCDHA $400 scholarship. Tamara lives in Salem & is a second year dental hygiene student at Lane Community College. She will be presented with her scholarship & will read her winning essay at the start of our continuing education course on Thursday, January 27, 2005. Please join us in recognizing this outstanding student.

Recognition  for   LCC  Graduates

LCDHA will hold a very special continuing education course on Thursday, May 19, 2005.  Leslie Greer will be the moderator for a panel of dental professionals who will discuss Team Approaches for Dental Practice. We will also recognize LCC’s graduating dental administrative, dental assisting & dental hygiene students with a special cake from Sweet Life. 

Student  Awards
Two LCC dental hygiene students received special recognition at the 2004 ODHA Annual Session. Second year student Tami Bohnstedt received a Dennis Muir Recognition Award. Cindi Rasmussen who is a 2004 graduate of LCC received an ODHA Professional Achievement Award.
SADHA  Officers

Congratulations to the following SADHA officers from Lane Community College.

President:  Amber Tillett
Vice  President:  Emily Miller
Secretaries:  Emily Wheeler & 

Jamie Christianson
Treasurer:  Teresa Carpenter
LCC  Student  in  Iraq

Our thoughts are with LCC second year dental hygiene student Dan Calvin whose National Guard unit is being deployed to Iraq.

Umpqua  Component

If you live or work in or near Umpqua County, we need your help in re-activating this component. Please contact LCDHA Membership Chair Linda Bailey for more information.

ODHA  Spring Meeting

ODHA will host their Spring Scientific Session April 8-9, 2005 in Portland. Informantion will be mailed to you soon.

ODHA  Annual  Session

The 2005 ODHA Annual Session will be held October 28-29, 2005 at the Eugene Hilton Hotel. This meeting will include 6 hours of continuing education as well as the annual meeting of the ODHA House of Delegates.

ODHA  Website

Be sure to visit the ODHA website at www.odha.org to view information about upcoming ODHA events. You can also click under “Components” to see information about LCDHA events.

ADHA  Annual  Session

ADHA will host their 2005 Annual Session June 22-29, 2005 in Las Vegas, Nevada. It doesn’t get much closer than this, so make plans now to attend this national meeting of your professional association!   

Employment Opportunities

LCDHA’s Employment Chair Nancy Jones is seeking dental hygienists who are available for full-time, part-time, permanent or temporary employment. Please call Nancy for more information.

LCDHA  Alert  Network

LCDHA wants to keep you informed about breaking news such as the recent survey conducted by the Oregon State Board of Dentistry. If you wish to receive these updates, send your email address to LbaileyRDH@aol.com.

The Lane County Dental Hygienists’ Association (LCDHA) is the professional association which represents dental hygienists in Lane County,  Oregon.  LCDHA is a component of the Oregon Dental Hygienists' Association (ODHA) & the American Dental Hygienists' Association (ADHA).

The Lane County Dental Hygienists’ Association Newsletter is published twice each year in the fall and  spring.  Information for the Newsletter should be submitted to the newsletter editor before August 15th or December 15th.
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