[image: image1.png]



       Tooth-Be-Told Newsletter  
Lane County Dental Hygienists’ Association                                                           Fall 2007 

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.png]


















Oregon Board of Dentistry
1600 SW 4th Ave., Suite 770
Portland, OR 97201

Phone: (971) 673-3200 
Fax: (971) 673-3202

Website: www.oregondentistry.org
Oregon Dental Hygienists’ Association
220 N.W. Skyline Blvd. 

Portland, OR 97210

Phone (503) 223-3326 

Fax (503) 291-6709

Website: www.odha.org
American Dental Hygienists’ Association

444 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 3400

Chicago, IL 60611

Phone: 1-800-243-2342

Fax: (312) 440-8929

Website: www.adha.org
Lane County Dental Hygienists’ Association

c/o 1305 Dublin Lane

      Cottage Grove, OR97426

�





Local Calendar





September 2007





Toys-for-Tots: 


Toothbrush Drive





 27th:   Free CE class 





October 2007





National Dental Hygiene Month





16th:  Boss’s Day 





26th -27th: ODHA’s House of Delegates Meeting & CE classes in Salem, OR.





November 2007


 


1st: Annual Sealant Clinic


      Planning Meeting





8th: CE class.





December 2007





HAPPY HOLIDAYS 





January 2008





HAPPY NEW YEAR 





4th:    Newsletter articles &


         ads due for next issue. 





24th:  CE Class





All CE classes are held at L.C.C. in building 19, room 225 at 6:30 p.m.
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Are You Up For The Challenge?


     


      As I come into the position of President, I am 


amazed at how much my chosen career has evolved.


I believe that as a strong leader I must try to guide 


others into seeing the need to be a member of their


professional organization. You may not choose to go


in front of the Legislature or speak in front of groups


but you can help others to get there.


      We are so fortunate to be able to have things 


available to us such as LAP (Limited Access Permit),


the ability to administer anesthesia and coming in the


near future Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner. We 


may not all strive to experience these new fields, but


isn't it wonderful that we have the choice? 


     A.D.H.A, our professional organization, is constantly


helping us move forward. I believe that being a part of our professional organization gives us a unified voice. There is power in numbers. When A.D.H.A. brings items to the legislature then we have more of a voice to show those that may doubt our intent than if we have only a small percentage of active members. In reality, these decisions that are made into laws will affect us ALL as hygienists, not just those that are members. Ultimately, these decisions affect the public’s access to oral health care too.


      So, the question remains-Are you a member? Being a member provides those needed funds to send our representatives to speak on our behalf in the legislature. Being a member gives a larger voice to our mission of increasing knowledge of the cost-saving benefit of prevention. Being a member provides us with invaluable contacts. Being a member helps finance research and development to help us maintain the high standards of our dental hygiene education. Being a member helps us stay on top of the changes affecting our careers, which ultimately affect the public’s access to oral health care. 


       A.D.H.A. is paving the way for hygienists to become recognized as whole health care providers... not just “cleaners of teeth.” In the future we may be recognized in other health care settings. All of which would be a huge start in PREVENTION rather than after the fact in restoration. If we can do more up front educating in these positions we could provide a wider scope of access to oral health care to the public. Being a member helps put us in positions that we may not have access to by being restricted to work only under the direction of a dentist. With the increasing numbers of hygienists we could be in positions that are more accessible to mid to lower income individuals.


       So, I challenge everyone that feels that they are a professional to be an ACTIVE member of their professional organization and help on the quest of increasing public access to oral health care. Are you up for the challenge? 





Sincerely,


Cindi Rasmussen, RDH


L.C.D.H.A. President
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(Written by Cindi Rassumussen)





Cindi Rasmussen, RDH 


‘07-‘08  L.C.D.H.A. President





Who is L.C.D.H.A?


Lane County Dental Hygienists’ Association


is the professional organization, which represents dental hygienists in Lane County, Oregon.


We are a component of O.D.H.A. and A.D.H.A.


  











Eugene Community Collaboration Awarded $2 Million Federal Grant


       


       There are a significant number of people who experience barriers to comprehensive oral health care services. A group within this population is HIV+ patients. These barriers and the subsequent unmet oral health need can have an adverse impact on their quality of life, particularly with regard to treatment regimens, nutritional intake, and health outcomes.


        The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services under the Health Resources and Services Administration’s Division of HIV/AIDS Bureau’s Special Projects of National Significance has awarded $2 million over five years to fifteen national demonstration sites. The Eugene area has been selected as one of these sites to develop its own model of providing oral health care and services to under-served HIV populations in both urban and rural settings. Of the 15 dental care grantees this is the only funded program in the Pacific Northwest.  The grant funding will enable coordination and collaboration between three local groups: the Community Health Centers of Lane County, HIV Alliance (a non-profit organization) and Lane Community College. Jill Jones, a local dental hygienist, has been selected to manage this important project in our county.


        The grant has just completed year one of five, and will now begin to expand and provide dental services to HIV and low-income patients in the Southern half of Oregon. The clinic will begin utilizing dentists to provide restorative services and will use the dental hygiene and dental assisting students at LCC to provide preventive work. Jones said that utilizing students enables the grant money to go farther so more dental services can be provided. 


       The goal of this national grant is to establish an innovative model of providing oral health services at low cost to a HIV positive population. Ultimately, it will provide low cost dental care to a variety of groups throughout the nation, therefore giving patients yet another option for care.


    “This is an exciting project and a unique model to provide dental care to a low-income population,” said Jones. If you have any questions regarding the program, or would like to get involved, please contact Jill Jones at 541-344-5919.








On-the-Job Training:  A Dangerous Proposition


    


      What exactly is preceptorship? The word preceptorship comes from the word “preceptor,” which means teacher or instructor. But as it is used in relation to dental hygiene, it means to have a practicing dentist train a worker on the job to perform dental hygiene duties, instead of going through a two-to-four-year formal, accredited education program and national and regional examinations to obtain a license.


    How will on-the-job training programs affect consumers? On-the-job training is just not adequate to prepare dental hygienists to provide safe patient care. Providing a complete prophylaxis that prevents oral disease is a complicated skill using razor-sharp instruments. An unskilled and inexperienced oral health care worker runs a greater risk of jeopardizing a patient’s health. This is especially important because the bacteria in gum disease has been linked to life-threatening diseases and conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, respiratory ailments, and pre-mature, underweight babies. 


Action Alert for Dental Hygienists:


      What You Can Do To Help Fight Preceptorship.  Recruit other dental hygienists to join ADHA--There is strength in numbers. The more dental hygienists we can claim as members the stronger our position will be as the representatives of the dental hygiene profession.   Visit the ADHA website for more information on this topic under "Professional Issues":  www.adha.org  (ADHA Press Release)











State Required CEUs at L.C.C. 


      


     The Oregon Dental Practice Act requires that dental hygienists must have 24 continuing education credits every two years; at least 3 hours must be related to medical emergencies. If dental hygienist holds a class 1 (nitrous oxide) permit, then 4 hours related to the use and administration of nitrous oxide are required to maintain the permit.  Dentists have similar CE credit requirements in these two areas.


   To help fellow dental professional with these required CEUs and help with fundraising for our professional organization, LCDHA plans to host an annual CE coarse in addition to our continuing education series. In June, over 50 dental hygienists were able to come together for a total of 6 CEUs in both an update in medical emergencies and review in nitrous oxide use. The price to attend was $75.


     On May 17, 2008 from 9AM to 3PM, LCDHA will be offering these courses again on the main campus of Lane Community College. All dental professionals are welcome to attend. Costs TBA. Look for more registration info closer to event date via mail and fax.
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Random Thoughts…


"Parties who want milk should not seat themselves on a stool in the middle of the field in hope that the cow will back up to them."


- Elbert Hubbard





Students at L.C.C. Dental Hygiene Program 


      The wait is over and fifteen newly licensed dental hygienist welcome their chosen career.  This year’s graduates had a 100% passing rate at State boards. Special congratulation goes to Rachel Chase, a 2007 dental hygiene graduate, who received the ODHA Professional Achievement award.


      LCDHA would also like to welcome the second year students into their final year as well as incoming first years.  Don’t forget: The effort you put into studies will be rewarded in the field. 
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Giving of Your Time for Brighter Smiles Throughout Lane County Communities


                                


There are a wide variety of volunteer options


in dental health.  That is, if one knows how to look for them and who to contact. Below are just a few ways dental professionals can help locally.


                                      One-way is to donate toothbrushes for the  


                               Toothbrush Drive in conjunction with Toys-for-Tots 


                                from now until the end of December. Angie Reed is 


                                the project chair and plans to visit offices around the 


                                Eugene/Springfield area soon. Please help support our efforts by asking your dentist today about their donations. Toothbrushes will also be collected at every CE class. To help kick off this drive we, feel free to bring a dozen toothbrushes to our September CE on the 27th. 


         The Annual Children’s Free Sealant Clinic at Lane Community College is another way to help our community. This event


primarily services children’s’ oral health care needs. All 


supplies, teaching, funds for food, and planning was


completely done through volunteers and donations. Last


March, 43 volunteers came together on a Saturday to


help 53 children with exams, sealants, fluoride varnish, 


home care supplies and instruction. A few fluoride-releasing


fillings were also placed. The 7th Annual Children’s Sealant Clinic’s planning meeting will be held on November 1st at 5:30 p.m. at Izzy’s off Seneca road. The committee invites anyone who is interested to come to the meeting to help plan this wonderful annual event. Be sure to look for volunteer registration information in the mail coming soon.  


           Look for more volunteer opportunities in the next newsletter.
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Retiring Officers Welcome New Ones


    The new fiscal year brings changes to the Lane County Dental Hygienists’ Association board of officers. As always, we appreciate the voluntary efforts each dental hygienists makes toward improving our professional organization.


     We welcome our enthusiastic 2007-2008 President, Cindi Rasmussen as she follows in the footsteps of past-president Marquita Corliss. We would like to thank Corliss for her inspiration and continued love of the career. Along with Rasmussen’s presidential duties, she will also be adding Employment Chair and Student Liaison duties to her busy schedule.


     Replacing Renee Lindsay as the Secretary officer is Jamie Christianson. Thank you Renee for your dedication and hard work in your professional organization. At the last business meeting, it was decided that Christianson’s elected duties extend to include Newsletter editor. Loretta Lee retired the position after several years of hard work on getting information out to fellow hygienists.





Tooth-Be-Told: New Name, Same Organization 


      


     This newsletter is the official publication of the Lane County Dental Hygienists’ Association. Featuring local hygienists, continuing education classes, and access to public oral health care. It’s published twice a year, Fall & Winter/Spring. Article ideas or general info for the next issue should be submitted to the newsletter editor before January 4th, 2008. Please submit information to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:jammers97@comcast.net" ��jammers97@comcast.net�





Practice Act Revisions Add Restorative Functions for Dental Hygiene





Highlights from 2007 Rule Summary:





The Board is amending 818-001-0087, Prohibitions, to allow DH to perform restorative functions pursuant to OAR 818-035-0072.





The Board is creating 818-035-0072, Restorative Functions of DH, to allow the placement & finishing of direct alloy & direct composite restorations.





The Board is amending 818-0035-0040, Expanded Functions of DH, to require that an applicant must submit an application to receive this endorsement.





The Board is amending 818-001-0087, Fees, to create a fee for Dental Hygiene Restorative Functions Endorsement





ADHA Seeks Input on Draft Competencies for Advance Dental Hygiene Practitioner





       The Advanced Dental Hygiene   Practitioner was developed as a response to disparities in access to oral health care across the United States as highlighted in the Surgeon General’s 2000 report.


      The ADHP is a midlevel practitioner proposed by the ADHA as one solution to the access to dental care issue. It’s modeled after the successful nurse practitioner and nurse midwife, the ADHP requires a masters’ degree and would be responsible for delivering primary dental care within a multidisciplinary health care model. 


      Institutions of higher education will develop the ADHP graduate curriculum based on this national framework of competencies. ADHA will be distributing this document to the broad communities of interest for review and comment prior to finalization. 


       Visit ADHA website for more information of this topic:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.adha.org" �www.adha.org�
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O.D.H.A. Annual Session in October 2007


      


      This year’s O.D.H.A. Annual Session and House of Delegates Meeting will be held October 26-27th in Salem, Oregon at the Red Lion Inn. Continuing education classes will also be offered at this session.  Look for registration information in the mail. 


      L.C.D.H.A. is still looking for two more delegates to represent Lane County at the H.O.D. meeting. Email Linda Bailey if interested at LbaileyRDH@aol.com.


.





REMINDERS





Address Changes: Keep informed. Report changes to the ADHA, O.D.H.A., L.C.D.H.A., and O.B.D. for updated mailings.





L.C.D.H.A. Phone Tree: Help keep our roster up to date. Contact Linda Bailey with current contact information at � HYPERLINK "mailto:LbaileyRDH@aol.com" ��LbaileyRDH@aol.com�.





Membership Renewal: Staying or becoming an active member is key. A.D.H.A. Summer membership billing cycle expired June 30th. Renew Today!





Lane County Dental Hygienist’s


Address goes here


Are You A Member?








