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Legislative Advisories:

National Provider Identifier Number Required in ‘07

In 2007, any dental hygienist who is self-employed, an independent contractor, the proprietor of a dental hygiene business, or has any reason to file an insurance or Medicaid form, will need to obtain a National Provider Identifier (NPI) number. Entities which provide and bill for services will need an NPI as well. The NPI will replace health care identifiers, such as Medicaid provider numbers, in use today in electronic transactions governed by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA).

Various segments of HIPAA have been implemented over the past several years. Two important provisions—the creation of uniform insurance codes, and regulations concerning privacy for patient information—are already in place. More explanation on these topics can be found at http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/
Beginning on May 23, 2007, the federally issued 10 digit number must be included on a number of standard transactions, even if you have an existing tax ID number or a state Medicaid identifier Dental hygiene designation The NPI will be needed to obtain Medicaid and private insurance reimbursement.

You can apply for a number online here. Directions on the site will lead you through the application process. Or click “contact” for additional information on how to file. For fact sheets and additional information about the NPI click here. 

Please contact Governmental Affairs at gov.affairs@adha.net if you have comments or questions.

