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The GOOD news: Dental disease is nearly 100% preventable !!!

The BAD news: Tooth decay is still the most common, chronic childhood 
  disease in Oregon.

1. EARLY AND ROUTINE PREVENTIVE CARE

2. COMMUNITY WATER FLUORIDATION

3. PROTECTIVE DENTAL SEALANTS
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How is Oregon doing?
In Oregon:  “An estimated 117,250 
Oregon children are uninsured.8

Approximately 60% of these uninsured 
children are eligible but not enrolled 
in the Oregon Health Plan (Medicaid).9

Of the enrolled children age 5 years 
and under, fewer than 10% received 
a dental visit.”10

How can we do better?
Ensure Access to Preventive Care for 
Oregon’s Children

1.  EARLY AND ROUTINE PREVENTIVE CARE
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2.  COMMUNITY WATER FLUORIDATION  
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How is Oregon doing?

“In Oregon:  20% of the population 
has access to water with optimum 

national average of 65.8%.”
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Increase Access to Fluoridated Water

  
today can expect a future 61% reduction in 
dental decay.

o
- at no cost - 

“Oregon ranks 48 out of the 50 states 

with only New Jersey and Hawaii 
ranking lower.”14

3.  PROTECTIVE DENTAL SEALANTS  

Naturally deep Toothbrush bristles
grooves cannot access

Molars before and after protective sealants



School-based and 
school-linked dental 

sealant programs 
ensure that all 

children have access, 
regardless of income 
or insurance status.21

Sealants are 100% effective

How is Oregon doing?

In Oregon:  “Only one in three (32%) 
of Oregon children in grades 1-3 have 
had decay-preventing sealants placed 
on their teeth.”22

How can we do better?

Develop Sealant Programs in Local 
Schools
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Together, we can make a difference!
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http://www.cdhp.org/downloads/CostEffect.pdf

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss5403a1.htm
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